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Foreword

Ovide Arino: Friend and maestro
24th April 1947–29th September 2003
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Ovide Arino1 was born in Toulouse (France) o
24th April 1947. He studied mathematics at the U
versity of Nice (France), where his professors
cluded high-profile French mathematicians such
Dieudonné, Boutet de Monvel, and Grisvard. He gr
uated from Nice in 1972, and obtained his PhD in 19
from the University of Bordeaux (France), with a th
sis entitledContributions à l’étude des comportements
des solutions d’équations différentielles à retard par
des méthodes de monotonie et bifurcation.

He joined the ‘Université de Pau et des pays
l’Adour’ (France) in 1973, and became a full profess
there in 1988. He taught mainly differential calculu
ordinary and partial differential equations as well
dynamical systems. From 1999 he was First Class
search Director in the IRD(‘Institut pour la recherche
et le développement’), Paris-Bondy (France).

He held a position of Visiting Professor at th
Memphis State University (Memphis, Tennessee, U
Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah, USA) an
Rice University (Houston, Texas, USA), and w
tenure-tracked at the University of Mississippi (O
ford, Mississippi, USA). He also visited many unive
sities throughout the world for various lengths of tim
for collaborative work and for teaching.

Ovide was a tireless propagator of the field of b
mathematics, making great effort to put students
contact with experts. His scientific reputation enab
him to bring almost anyone to a Conference or Su
mer School that he was organizing. During the l
10 years he led the organization of more than

1 A comprehensive list of Ovide Arino’s works is given in th
‘References’ section[1–146].
1631-0691/$ – see front matter 2004 Published by Elsevier SAS on
doi:10.1016/j.crvi.2004.09.010
,

Conferences and Summer Schools. Along with Pr
D. Axelrod and M. Kimmel, he was the instigator
the series of International Conferences on Mathem
ical Population Dynamics. He participated as plen
speaker, invited speaker, member of the scientific c
mittee, member of the organizing committee and
ganizer of special sessions in many conferences, s
inars and workshops. Between 1991 and 1996 al
he took part in more than 40.

Not only this, but he was also responsible for co
necting many people around the world who otherw
would never have met and worked together. I wo
like to take this occasion to thank Ovide on behalf
myself and many others for having set us on the r
to our collaborations and friendships.

He was a reviewer for many leading mathemati
and mathematical biology journals. He also acted
a reviewer for various mathematical indexes, for
NIH and other national scientific organizations. H
involvement in the review process often led him
contact the authors directly with suggestions, mos
the times refusing any acknowledgement of his con
bution.

One of Ovide’s characteristics was his genero
in employing his time for the benefit of his collab
rators and students. He put in a lot of effort prep
ing and developing research projects that brou
grants and funding for students to travel and s
in research centres. During the last 10 years, he
tained sponsorship and financing for research proj
from international public institutions such as CNR
CNR (France–Morocco), PICASSO (Spain–France
POLONIUM (Poland–France), IFREMER (France
MedCampus (EU), DGXIV (EU).
behalf of Académie des sciences.
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But one of Ovide’s foremost qualities was his i
volvement with students. Over the last 20 years he
able to direct more than 60theses (PhD, ‘thèses d’É
tat’, ‘thèses de 3e cycle’), dedicating a great amount
his time to his students, almost to the level of guru
their future development. Many of his students ori
nating from Morocco, Algeria, and other countries
the region, he played a key role in the developm
of Biomathematics in North Africa. Many of those h
trained are now professors, who continued their c
laboration with their former teacher, now late friend

His privileged collaboration with Morocco has pr
duced, among many others activities, the series o
ternational conferencesMarrakesh International Con-
ference on Differential Equations, Summer Schools o
delay differential equations and his naming as Sc
tific Coordinator ofCentre International sur les Sys-
tèmes Dynamiques of Marrakesh.

This enormous ability for organizing and encoura
ing students was backed by his great scientific cap
ity, imagination and deep knowledge of mathema
that became known through a long list of public
tions, over 150, in prestigious scientific journals, in
alia SIAM Review, Nonlinear Analysis T.M.A.,J. Diff.
Equat., J. Math. Biol., J. Theor. Biol., J. Math. Anal.
Appl., Math. Biosci.

His research developed along two different a
complementary lines: works with mathematical aim
and modelling in population dynamics. The princip
theme of his line of thought was going from mod
to method: after the construction of a mathemat
model for the representation of a particular natu
process (cell proliferation, larvae stage of fish, etc.)
necessity arises to develop and update new mathe
ical tools for its theoretical analysis.

His results in the field of delay differential equ
tions stand out: oscillations, functional different
equations in infinite dimensional spaces, state-de
dent delay differential equations. His interest in po
lation dynamics developed fundamentally in two lar
areas: cell proliferation models and fisheries. Some
the problems dealt with from a mathematical point
view involved obtaining asymptotic properties of t
solutions, in the framework of semigroup theory
positive operators as well as the application of agg
gation of variables methods to models formulated w
two time scales.
-

But not even the brilliance of his professional li
can be compared with his human quality. Ovide w
much more than a great scientist: he was very mu
family man, extremely generous, always ready to le
a helping hand, a great conversationalist, and ove
a tolerant man: strongly seeking and supporting
goodness within each person.

Personally I would like to underline his infinite p
tience and affability for me at all times, his understa
ing. On top of all this stands the enormous help
offered me: he was the maestro I turned to, alw
honorable in our work and never judging me. I o
him my introduction into the field of Biomathematic
as well as allowing me to connect with others in t
field. He was my best colleague and influence.

Ovide has left a significant imprint on our lives. Th
memory of those shared happy moments will stay
ever in our hearts.

Ovide is survived by his wife Elizabeth, three so
Julien, Émilien and Lucien, one daughter Lisa and
grandson Samuel.

Rest in peace.
Eva Sánchez

Dpto. Matemática Aplicada,
E.T.S. Ingenieros Industriales,

Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain
E-mail address: esanchez@etsii.upm.es(E. Sánchez
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