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The figure and list of further reading attached to this
abstract have been omitted. They are given below, as well as
the entire text of the abstract itself. We apologize to our
readers and the author for this omission.

Ecosystem services underpin all dimensions of human
well-being. As a consequence, it is crucial to integrate
ecosystem services into strategies for achieving Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs, Fig. 1). Because insects and
other invertebrates have profound and well-identified
influences on many ecosystems services (e.g., pollination
and biological control) and SDGs (e.g., crop pest and
disease vectors), insect research and development have a
great potential to address current global challenges. We
argue that time is ripe to put more efforts in developing
integrated research on the ecosystem services provided by
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insects, as they may result in solutions to achieve many
SDGs. We provide evidence of insects’ utility to address
global challenges and propose a framework of the needed
shift in the perception of insects from enemies to allies,
providers of ecosystem services, and then to solutions to
achieve SDGs. We further advocate that making a place for
SDG-relevant research on insects’ ecosystem services
requires transforming existing academic knowledge into
application-driven science, a potential up-scaling of local
solutions and socio-economic relevance.
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Sustainable Development
Goals

1. No poverty
2. Zero hunger

3. Good health & well-being

4, Quality education

5. Gender equality

6. Clean water & sanitation

7. Affordable & clean energy

8. Decent work & economic growth

‘9. Industry, innovation & infrastructures
10. Reduced inequalities

11. Sustainable cities & communities
12. Responsible consumption & production
13. Climate action

14. Life below water

15. Life on land

16. Peace, justice & strong institutions
17. Partnership for the goals
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Fig. 1. Utility of insects to address global challenges. Framework of the needed shift in the perception of insects from enemies to allies, providers of

ecosystem services, and then to solutions to achieve SDGs.
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