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Abstract. Through the two-channel Kondo model, I address a magnetic spin-1/2 impurity interacting with
a bound state of spin origin at the edge in a Luther–Emery liquid showing a spin gap in the bulk. The
system presents two zero-energy Majorana fermions of magnetic origin, one on the impurity site and one
at the edge. I derive the wavefunction at the edge for the produced zero-energy Majorana fermion bound
state within the same formalism as topological interfaces. I present alternative versions of the quantum field
theory revealing the specific pairing of the Majorana fermions in the bulk. I address local physical responses.
I develop the idea that this model can be realized with a magnetic impurity bridging the gap between two s-
wave superconducting wires. I show the protection of the zero-energy Majorana fermions that will be referred
to as free Majorana fermions.
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1. Introduction

The quest of Majorana fermions [1] attracts a lot of attention in physics [2–4], in particular, for
their potential application in quantum information through topological systems [5] related to
non-Abelian anyons and fractional statistics [6–9]. The protection from a topological state of
matter such as the p + i p superconductor in two dimensions [10] and the Kitaev p-wave one-
dimensional (1D) superconducting wire [11] refers specifically to the Majorana zero modes i.e.
to Majorana fermions at zero energy topologically protected from the bulk. Analyzing bound
state solutions in vortex cores of superconductors [12–14], this precisely gives rise to a zero-
energy Majorana mode per vortex for the p + i p superconductor as a result of symmetries [10].
Current noise can detect the presence of two Majorana fermions belonging to the cores of
different vortices at zero energy [15]. Realizing a proximity effect between surface states of
strong topological insulators and an s-wave superconductor [16] is also a way to produce such
a Majorana fermion. Generalizations in graphene admit near zero modes [17,18]. Various
proposals do exist to realize a 1D p-wave superconductor [19–21] including alternative versions
with quantum spin models [22–24] and smaller systems of two dots [25–27] or two spins [23].
The relation between Majorana fermions and topological aspects yet gives rise to fractional
topological numbers for quantum spin models [23,28,29]. Zero-energy Majorana fermions
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also exist in the two-channel Kondo model [30–35] when coupling a magnetic impurity to two
channels of conduction electrons. In that case, the two-channel Kondo model in a metal is
unstable towards a channel anisotropy. In 1999, through a magnetic impurity on one edge of
a ladder describing a d-wave superconductor [36], I derived an effective model for a magnetic
impurity interacting with the spin bound state of a Luther–Emery liquid [37,38] through the two-
channel Kondo model. This article was motivated from the general study of bound state effects
in superconductors with d-wave symmetry in a ladder geometry related to the physics of high-Tc
superconductors [39,40]. The same year, we also introduced a p-wave superconducting phase in
those ladders [41]. This is then the starting point of this article today. One justification for this
article is that the effective model is in fact general and can be thought of as a Majorana bound
state in a 1D massive Dirac theory interacting with a localized Majorana fermion. I will analyze
from different angles the quantum field theory aspects associated to this model showing the
specific binding of the Majorana fermions of magnetic origin in the bulk. I formulate an analogy
to topological interfaces and the Jackiw–Rebbi model [42–44] when solving the wavefunction of
the zero-energy Majorana mode at the edge. I emphasize that zero-energy Majorana fermions in
this article are of magnetic origin related to the spin sector of the Luther–Emery liquid whereas
the charge sector forms the superfluid ground state [37,45]. I show a correspondence between
the local capacitance at the edge in the Kitaev p-wave superconducting wire and the magnetic
susceptibility on the impurity site in this model. I present the application of these ideas to a
magnetic impurity such as Cu in between two s-wave superconducting wires such as Al and Nb
in the weakly attractive limit. This study is motivated from recent thoughts on realizing the Kitaev
p-wave superconductor with magnetic impurities on top of an s-wave superconductor [46]. I
address the protection through the spin gap in the bulk and the resonance with the impurity.

The article is organized as follows. In Section 2, I introduce the model. Since the Hilbert space
on the impurity is a physical spin-1/2, this model also ensures the existence of a zero-energy
Majorana fermion, referring to the Majorana impurity a, and the existence of a zero-energy
Majorana fermion within the bound state in the wire γb . I derive the wave function associated
to this Majorana fermion γb through an analogy to topological interfaces. I derive equivalent
forms of the quantum field theory for the bulk and show the structure of the bonding of Majorana
fermions γa and γb within the bulk. In Section 3, I evaluate the local capacitance at the edge for
the Kitaev p-wave superconducting wire and show a similar form as the magnetic susceptibility
on the impurity for the present model. In Section 4, I address its specific realization with a
magnetic impurity between two s-wave superconducting wires. In Appendix A, I derive useful
mathematical correspondences for the magnetic impurity between two s-wave superconducting
wires. In Appendix B, as a perspective, I address the situation of two magnetic impurities.

2. Majorana fermion in a superconducting wire with a Majorana impurity

We begin with the model through the Hamiltonian H = H0 +Hm +Hc [36]

H0 =−iħvF

∫ L

−L
dx c†(x)∂x c(x),

Hm =
∫ +L

−L
dx

(−i∆c†(x)c(−x)sgn(x)
)
,

Hc =λi
(
c(0)+ c†(0)

)
b.

(1)

A spin-1/2 impurity admits the following representation with two Majorana fermions a = 1p
2

(d +
d †) = p

2Sx , b = 1p
2i

(d † −d) = p
2Sy and Sz = i ba from the Jordan–Wigner transformation (for

one site). Here, a and b are Majorana fermions such that a2 = b2 = 1
2 and 1

2 (Sx + i Sy ) = d †. I
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emphasize here that a refers to a zero-energy Majorana fermion on the impurity site i.e. to the
Majorana impurity. The model H0 +Hc is precisely the form of the spin Hamiltonian for the two-
channel Kondo model of Nozières–Blandin in a metal at the Emery–Kivelson point [30,31]. Here,
H0 describes the Hamiltonian associated to spin degrees of freedom in the bulk and Hc is the
coupling with the impurity. The term Hm then produces an energy gap in the energy spectrum
for the spin degrees of freedom or equivalently for the fermion c(x) related to the physics of the
Luther–Emery model [38] and we can assume ∆ to be real. For simplicity, charge degrees of
freedom are hidden and form the gapless superfluid motion of Cooper pairs in one dimension.
We will reinstore them in the Appendix A when addressing the situation of an impurity in between
two s-wave superconductors. We will verify e.g. that the gapless charge sector also supports the
existence of a zero-energy bound state of spin origin in the Luther–Emery liquid. The symbol Hm

means that it also produces a mass to the Dirac fermions. When we take the limit x → 0, i.e. going
to an edge, the mass term ∆ goes to zero as a result of the sgn(x) function. This will allow for
the presence of zero-energy modes at the edge of the wire in the spin sector. If we introduce the
Majorana fermions γa = 1p

2
(c + c†) and γb = 1p

2i
(c − c†) in the bulk then the fermion γb remains

free close to the impurity. Therefore, the model in Eq. (1) also describes a Majorana bound state
γa at the edge of the Luther–Emery liquid or in a 1D massive Dirac theory interacting with a
local Majorana fermion b on the impurity site such that these two Majorana fermions are paired
together.

2.1. Majorana fermion wavefunction at the edge

First, I shall derive the wavefunction associated to this zero-energy Majorana bound state γb at
the edge. I generalize the approach of Fabrizio–Gogolin for the Luther–Emery liquid [38] in the
presence of the impurity that will then allow for Majorana solutions for bound states at interfaces
showing in the resolution a parallel with topological interfaces in the sense of Jackiw–Rebbi [42–
44]. We look for solutions in energy space, with ϵ the energy, of the form c(x) = ∑

ϵ cϵχϵ(x) such
that the Hamiltonian H0+Hm can be written as

∑
ϵ ϵc†

ϵcϵ. Here, χϵ(x) is assumed to be real. From
the correspondence of Hamiltonians in energy and real space, we can then write down[

H ,c(x)
]=−∑

ϵ
ϵcϵχϵ(x)− iλb

∑
ϵ
χϵ(0)χϵ(x)δx0

= iħvF∂x c(x)+ i∆c(−x)sgn(x)− iλbδx0.
(2)

The last term of each line comes from the coupling to the magnetic impurity i.e. at x = 0.
The identification between these two terms leads to the normalization of the wavefunction∑
ϵχ

2
ϵ (0) = 1; we look for a real wavefunction symmetrically localized around x = 0. When λ = 0,

the equation for the zero-energy bound state is indeed very similar to the one in the Jackiw–Rebbi
model presenting a protected bound state at an interface with a potential difference in the Dirac
equation [43,44]. We also have[

H ,c†(x)
]=∑

ϵ
ϵc†
ϵχϵ(x)− iλbδx0

= iħvF∂x c†(x)+ i∆c†(−x)sgn(x)− iλbδx0.
(3)

Subtracting these two equations corresponds on the right-hand side to look for a zero-energy
solution associated to the local operator c(x) − c†(x) i.e. to the γb(x) Majorana fermion. The
information on the impurity simplifies in this case. On the left-hand side, we add the energy
of a hole −ϵ and subtract the energy of an electron ϵ. Therefore,

−ϵ(cϵ+ c†
ϵ )χϵ(x) = iħvF∂xχϵ(x)(cϵ− c†

ϵ )+ i∆χϵ(x)sgn(x)(cϵ− c†
ϵ ). (4)

At zero energy ϵ= 0, this results in the equation(
iħvF∂xχϵ=0 + i∆χϵ=0 sgn(x)

)
(cϵ=0 − c†

ϵ=0) = 0, (5)
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which admits the solution

χϵ=0 =
√

∆

ħvF
e
− ∆

ħvF
|x|

. (6)

The length scale ξ= ħvF
∆ may be important (∼0.1µm) if the superconducting (or in 1D spin) gap

is of the order of ∼10 Kelvins (compared to the electron bandwidth or Fermi energy ∼1eV) i.e.
assuming usual s-wave superconductors such as Al or Nb. If ∆ = 0, the latter would completely
delocalize into the bulk with a probability ∼1/L to be present on each site. When∆ ̸= 0, this zero-
energy Majorana solution is also more protected from perturbations such as anisotropies in the
two channels representing the two wires; see Section 4. If we sum these two equations there is an
additional term −2iλb such that this does not reveal a free Majorana fermion γa .

I have normalized the wavefunction on the whole space ]−L;L[ with L → +∞. This implies
that the Majorana bound state at zero energy delocalizes on the two sides of the impurity
symmetrically. As I show just below in Eq. (7), the model can also be presented for a wire of
length L.

2.2. Alternative forms of quantum field theory

It is important to emphasize that the Hamiltonian H can equally describe the physics of a wire of
length L. Indeed, we have the equivalent form for the Dirac Hamiltonian H0 as

H0 =−iħvF

∫ L

0
dx c†(x)∂x c(x)+ iħvF

∫ L

0
dx c†(−x)∂x c(−x), (7)

and the mass term Hm can be rewritten as

Hm =
∫ L

0
dx

(−i∆c†(x)c(−x)+ i∆c†(−x)c(x)
)
. (8)

To acquire more physical insight on the physical meaning of the model above, then we can
write the model for a wire of length L with left and right fermions such that c(x) = cR (x) and
cL(x) = −c(−x), and at the edge x = 0, cR (0)+ cL(0) = 0. The Hamiltonian can be reformulated
as a quantum field theory H = H0 +Hm +Hc in a wire of length L with fermions moving in both
directions:

H0 =−iħvF

∫ L

0
dx

(
c†

R (x)∂x cR (x)− c†
L(x)∂x cL(x)

)
,

Hm =
∫ L

0
dx

(
i∆c†

R (x)cL(x)+h.c.
)
,

Hc =λi
(
cR (0)+ c†

R (0)
)
b.

(9)

The backscattering term Hm describing the formation of the spin gap in the bulk is similar as in a
band (Mott) insulator or Thirring massive model [45], and the prefactor i will have its importance
when studying the wave-function of bound states or Majorana fermions solutions at an edge. The
model H0 + Hm can be refermionized introducing Fourier modes of right- and left- movers cR,k

and cL,k respectively [45]. Then, we obtain the equivalent form for the bulk Hamiltonian

H0 =
∑
k

(ħvF k)(c†
Rk cRk − c†

Lk cLk ),

Hm =∑
k

(i∆c†
Rk cLk +h.c.).

(10)

This Hamiltonian can be written as a 2×2 matrix in the spinor basis (cRk ,cLk ) and it is immediate
to verify the form of the spectrum ±

√
(ħvF k)2 +∆2. This model is general and describes the

formation of an energy gap between valence and conduction bands.
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Here, I give further physical aspects to this quantum field theory in terms of Majorana
fermions. We can then introduce the Majorana fermions γa = 1p

2
(c + c†) and γb = 1p

2i
(c − c†)

for left and right fermions such that

(−iħvF )

2

(
γ

p
a (x)∂xγ

p
a (x)+γp

b (x)∂xγ
p
b (x)

)= (−iħvF )

2

(
c†

p (x)∂x cp (x)+ cp (x)∂x c†
p (x)

)
(11)

and

i∆
(
γR

a (x)γL
a(x)+γR

b (x)γL
b(x)

)= i∆
(
c†

R (x)cL(x)− c†
L(x)cR (x)

)
. (12)

In this way, the Hamiltonian is transformed as

H =∑
p

(−i pħvF )

2

∫ L

0
dx

(
γ

p
a∂xγ

p
a +γp

b∂xγ
p
b

)+∫ L

0
dx i∆

(
γR

a (x)γL
a(x)+γR

b (x)γL
b(x)

)
+λi

p
2γR

a (0)b. (13)

The sum on p corresponds to the two directions of propagation R,L or equivalently to ±1. Within
these definitions, iγaγb = c†c − 1

2 . The Hamiltonian is also invariant under the transformation
γb → −γb . At the impurity site, the boundary condition cL(0)+ cR (0) = 0 is also equivalent to
c†

L(0)+c†
R (0) = 0. Adding these equations, we obtain a boundary equation formulated in terms of

Majorana fermions e.g.

γR
a (0) =−γL

a(0). (14)

Subtracting these two equations, this results in

γR
b (0) =−γL

b(0). (15)

This is precisely the boundary condition imposed by the impurity. It provides a π-phase shift
between left- and right Majorana fermions.

In the bulk, the effect of the term∆ is similar to produce a pairing between Majorana fermions
with same flavor i.e. a or b on adjacent sites. Indeed, in the quantum field theory γR

aγ
L
a =

γR
a (x−)γL

a(x+) → γa(i )γa(i + 1). Similarly, the coupling between the Majorana fermions γb on
adjacent sites is important to produce a gap in the bulk in all the quantum fields or particles.
These quantum field theories for Majorana fermions γa and γb are called massive and present
an analogy with the 2D classical Ising model [47,48]. This form of Hamiltonians is obtained for
a mass term i (c†

LcR +h.c.) in the bulk and it can also be derived in a similar way with a pairing
term c†

Lc†
R +h.c. [47]. Similarly as the p-wave Kitaev superconducting wire within the topological

phase [11], this model can then be seen as a string of paired Majorana fermions [49,50] with two
(free) purple sites corresponding in the present case to a zero-energy Majorana fermion a and to
a zero-energy Majorana fermion γb . The terms ∆ and λ then produce the Majorana fermions
structure in Figure 1. At the impurity site, the Majorana fermion a is free in purple at zero
energy. The fermion γb close to the edge is also free; I draw it in purple at a distance place to
emphasize that in this model the superconducting gap will produce a characteristic length scale
ξ = ħvF

∆ when solving the wave-function of the zero-energy solutions at the edge. The Majorana
fermion γb will have a probability one to be present in a region x ∈ [−ξ;ξ] from the impurity
or from the edge. It is then important to reemphasize here that this corresponds to a magnetic
analogue of the p-wave superconducting wire i.e. that a and γb are from the spin sector of the
Luther–Emery Hamiltonian which develops a gap in the bulk (see Section 4).
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Figure 1. Majorana fermions organization for the spin Hamiltonian H = H0+Hm +Hc in Eq. (13). The two zero-
energy Majorana fermions, i.e. the free Majorana fermions, are represented in purple. The magnetic impurity is
shown on the left through the Majorana fermions a and b. Since the zero-energy solution for the wave-function

associated to the Majorana fermion γb produces a typical length scale ξ= ħvF
∆ , we can place (draw) this particle

at a certain distance from the Majorana fermion a. In Section 4, I show that the two Majorana fermions in
purple are protected through the realization with a magnetic impurity producing a bridge between two s-wave
superconducting quantum wires with singlet pairing. In that case, the Majorana fermion γb will be delocalized
in a symmetric way between the two wires such that the characteristic length ξ will develop on both sides of the
impurity. The Majorana fermion γb will resonate between the two wires.

To build the magnetic analogy with the p-wave Kitaev superconductor [11] from the bulk
theory, we can introduce a particle-hole transformation such that c(x) = cR (x) and c̃†(−x) =
c(−x) =−cL(x) =−c̃†

L(x). In this way, the Hamiltonian H = H0 +Hm +Hc becomes

H0 = iħvF

∫ L

0
dx

(
c̃†

L(x)∂x c̃L(x)
)− iħvF

∫ L

0
dx

(
c†

R (x)∂x cR (x)
)
,

Hm =−i∆
∫ L

0
dx

(
c̃L(x)cR (x)− c†

R (x)c̃†
L(x)

)
,

Hc = iλ
(
cR (0)+ c†

R (0)
)
b.

(16)

The boundary condition associated to the transformation on left particles is equivalent to fix
cR + c̃†

L = 0 and c†
R + c̃L = 0. Summing these two equations, we identify the same form of boundary

condition allowed by the impurity term γR
a =−γL

a if we introduce the Majorana fermions from the
left branch as γL

a = 1p
2

(c̃L + c̃†
L) and γL

b = 1p
2i

(c̃L − c̃†
L). The pairing term then becomes odd under

parity similarly as for p-wave orbitals. The pairing term can then be seen as a continuum limit of
the lattice term i∆c†

i c̃†
i+1 +h.c. in the Kitaev lattice Hamiltonian [11]. In this way, this real-space

representation of Hm , in addition to the drawing in Figure 1, favors an analogy with the p-wave
Kitaev superconducting wire which also admits a topological or geometrical interpretation as a
monopole in the Nambu reciprocal space [51,52].

3. Local physical responses

I discuss here local physical correspondences between the magnetic susceptibility when applying
a local magnetic field on the impurity site and the local capacitance in the p-wave superconduct-
ing wire (within the topological phase e.g. at half-filling) when applying a local variation of the po-
tential. We have recently shown in Ref. [24] that this correspondence is appropriate when prob-
ing topological quantum phase transitions e.g. the quantum phase transition in the J1 − J2 spin
model through the logarithmic edge spin susceptibility as in the two-channel Kondo model [30–
33], corresponding then to the local capacitance at an edge in the Kitaev p-wave superconductor
at the topological phase transition. I generalize the analysis to the topological phase of the Kitaev
wire, at half-filling, and show that the local capacitance at the edge is also very similar to the spin
magnetic susceptibility in the present model when including a spin gap in the bulk.
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To fix the definitions, we remind that at half-filling (µ= 0), the Kitaev model reads [11]

Hp-wave =−t
∑

i
(c†

i ci+1 +h.c.)+∑
i

(∆c†
i c†

i+1 +h.c.). (17)

Introducing the Majorana fermions operators η1i = 1p
2

(ci + c†
i ) and η2i = 1p

2i
(c†

i − ci ) such that

c†
i ci − 1

2 = iη2η1 then

Hp-wave = (t +∆)
∑

i
iη1iη2i+1 + (−t +∆)

∑
i

iη2iη1i+1. (18)

For t = ∆ and µ = 0, we verify the existence of a zero-energy Majorana fermion of the form
η2(x = 0) in the continuum limit. This is also equivalent to η2(x = 0) = ηR

2 (x = 0) and ηL
2(0)+

ηR
2 (0) = 0 introducing the left and right Majorana fermions.

From the Bardeen–Cooper–Schrieffer (BCS) wavefunction defined on the half Brillouin zone
k ∈ [0;π], it is possible to evaluate the Green’s function of the η1 Majorana fermion at x = 0, which
results in 〈

η1(0,τ)η1(0,0)
〉= 1

2

1

M

∑
k∈[−π;π]

e−
Ek τ
ħ . (19)

Here, M is the number of sites or equivalently the length of the wire since we fixed the lattice
spacing to unity. The Green’s function is in imaginary time to evaluate the free energy correction
in the presence of a potential variation. This result can be explicitly verified from mathematical
derivations; see e.g. Ref. [24]. For µ= 0 the energy spectrum related to Bogoliubov quasiparticles
on the wave-vector space k ∈ [0;π] takes the form

Ek =
√

(2t )2 cos2 k + (2∆)2 sin2 k. (20)

When t =∆, then from the bulk Hamiltonian, we obtain〈
η1(0,τ)η1(0,0)

〉= 1

2
e

−Ek τ
ħ = 1

2
e

−2∆τ
ħ , (21)

which also agrees with the form of the Hamiltonian in real space (the ground state is reached
fixing the parity operator iη1(0)η2(1) to − 1

2 and producing an excitation in the Majorana η1(x = 0)
sector requires to flip iη1(0)η2(1) to + 1

2 with an associated gap t +∆. On a site, c†
i ci = 0 or 1

implying that a parity operator of the form iη1η2 admits eigenvalues ± 1
2 ). For t = ∆ and µ = 0,

the Majorana fermion η2(x = 0) is free at zero energy such that its Green’s function takes the form〈
η2(0,τ)η2(0,0)

〉= 1

2
sgn(τ). (22)

Suppose we measure the local capacitance at site x = 0 at the edge. This results in a variation of
energy related to the Hamiltonian δH = δµc†(x = 0)c(x = 0) = −δµiη1(0)η2(0). The free energy
correction takes the form

∆F =
∫ β

0
dτ

〈
δH(τ)δH(0)

〉= ħ
8∆

(δµ)2(1−e
−2∆β
ħ

)
. (23)

The charge is defined as 〈Q〉 = ∂ 〈∆F 〉
∂δµ and the quantum capacitance at the edge x = 0 for the Kitaev

model within the topological phase at half filling is

C = lim
β→+∞

∂2∆F

∂δµ2 = ħ
4∆

. (24)

This is a similar behavior as the local magnetic susceptibility (related to the impurity) that I found
for the model of Eq. (1) when adjusting the edge coupling with the impurity or the local Kondo
resonance Γ = λ2

vF
(for a unit lattice spacing) [31] with the superconducting energy gap ∆ [36].

The charge response comes from short time scales. At site x = 0, the two Majorana fermions
can offer a charge response to the local deformation of the potential δµ at the edge similarly as

if ∆ = 0, such that ∆F ∼ (δµ)2
∫ ħ

2∆
0 dτ 1

4 ; this is identical as if η1(τ)η1(0)η2(τ)η2(0) ∼ η2
1η

2
2 = 1

4 . In
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comparison, for a resonant level model (for a free d-fermion), the capacitance would be similar to
the Curie form for the magnetic susceptibility ∼1/T with T the temperature. In the bulk, within
the topological phase, since the Green’s function of the Majorana fermions η1 and η2 acquire
the same exponential decay this results in a halved capacitance compared to the edge x = 0. It
is relevant to mention efforts in probing capacitance responses in superconducting wires [53].
The result for the capacitance(s) shows some resemblance with another bulk observable, i.e. the
prefactor of the linear bipartite charge fluctuations or quantum Fisher information density, for
the p-wave Kitaev superconducting wire [54]. When t ̸= ∆, the structure of Majorana fermions
in Eq. (18) is modified such that the characteristic binding energy for the Majorana fermion η1 is
2t = 2∆→ t+∆. In that case, the upper bound in short time physicsħ/(2∆) turns intoħ/(∆+t ) and
C = ħ

2(∆+t ) . For a time scale ∼ħ/(t+∆), the effect of any local perturbation in t−∆ is not yet visible
(in comparison, this would generate a longer time scale ∼ħ/(t−∆)) such that the Green’s function
for the Majorana fermion remains identical, in accordance with a free Majorana fermion.

Coming back to the model of Eq. (1) with the magnetic impurity, it is interesting to mention
that in fact two limits exist i.e. when the local coupling λ or specifically the Kondo resonance
satisfies either Γ ≫ 2∆ or Γ ≪ 2∆ [36]. In the second (latter) situation Γ ≪ 2∆ (and also
for Γ ∼ ∆), the local magnetic susceptibility shows a similar form as Eq. (24) with an energy
scale

p
2Γ∆−Γ2 [36]. When Γ ≫ 2∆, the Green’s function of the Majorana fermion b would

acquire a similar form as for the two-channel Kondo model in a metal i.e. Gb(τ) = 1
2

1
πΓ̃

π/β
sin πτ

β
with

Γ̃ =
p
Γ2 −2Γ∆, whereas the Green’s function of the Majorana fermion a maintains a free form

Ga(τ) = 1
2 sgn(τ). In that case, the local magnetic susceptibility shows a logarithmic behavior

∼ ln T
Γ̃

reminiscent of the two-channel Kondo model [30–33], but cutoff at the energy scale Γ̃ due
to the presence of ∆. I show in Eq. (6) that the existence of the free Majorana mode γb is in fact
independent of the ratio Γ/∆, and therefore the pair of Majorana zero modes a and γb can yet
occur below the energy scale Γ̃. When Γ = 2∆ this is similar as if the spin-1/2 impurity remains
unscreened.

In this way, the magnetic impurity can be seen as a physical sensor of the presence of Majorana
fermions at the edge in the wire i.e. the magnetic impurity response to the local magnetic field
identically probes the response to the Majorana fermions γa

(|x| < ξ)↔ b and γb
(|x| < ξ)↔ a.

4. Realization with s-wave superconducting wires in the weakly attractive limit

I address here the possible realization of the model in Eq. (1) and of free Majorana fermions
with two s-wave superconducting wires, with weak attractive intrinsic BCS interactions, meeting
around x = 0 where a magnetic impurity i.e. a spin-1/2 will be placed. The physical situation
then implies the presence of two wires e.g. two edges present around the magnetic impurity.
It is then important to understand what are the physical meanings of the fermion c and of
the Majorana fermions in this case. The important message will be that when including an
attractive interaction of approximately same amplitude in the two wires it will be yet possible
to mix the spin channels (degrees of freedom) in both wires to write down the complete spin
Hamiltonian with Hm and Hc in terms of the spin-polarized fermion ψs f playing the same role
as the fermion c in Eq. (1). For each wire, it is in fact possible to navigate from ]−∞;0[ or
]0;+∞[ onto ]−∞;+∞[, where we suppose the wires very long. As in the two-channel Kondo
model [30–33], the fermion ψs f will be built from a symmetric superposition of fields in the
two wires such that in Figure 1, the Majorana fermion γb associated to the fermion ψs f will
have the same probability to reside on the two wires i.e. the Majorana fermion γb will resonate
around the impurity on the characteristic length scale ξ. I will address the stability of the zero-
energy Majorana fermions towards perturbations (such as weak interaction asymmetry in the
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two wires, weak asymmetry in the coupling between each wire and the impurity and inter-
wires tunneling effects around the impurity) emphasizing on the protection from the spin gap
in the bulk and from the edge(s) as for a topological interface. I also emphasize that the present
geometry with a magnetic impurity sandwiched between two s-wave superconducting wires
presents an advantage compared to the situation where the impurity would be on one edge of
the wires placed in parallel. In the latter situation, the inter-wires hopping term t⊥ developing
along the wires, that may be larger than the superconducting gap or spin gap in each wire, can
modify the low-energy fixed point [55]. In Ref. [36], the superconducting system referred to an
impurity on one edge of a d-wave superconducting state in a Hubbard ladder [39,40]. The model
was motivated from the physics of 2D high-Tc superconductors related to similar mathematical
symmetry analyses [39,56]. Below, I develop the key steps for the generalization with a magnetic
impurity in between two s-wave superconducting wires and I will address the protection of the
zero-energy Majorana fermions. For the sake of clarity, I introduce the Luther–Emery liquid and
the precise bosonization dictionary in Appendix A with all the correspondences for this specific
geometry. In Appendix A, I also emphasize on why the charge sector supports the existence of a
bound state of magnetic origin in the Luther–Emery liquid formed with an attractive interaction
in a quantum wire leading then to a dominant s-wave pairing term. It will also support the zero-
energy Majorana fermions solutions in the present model.

The spin sector of the two s-wave superconducting wires, one present on x ∈ ]−∞;0[ and one
on x ∈ ]0;+∞[, takes the form [45,55]

Hs-wave = Hs = Hos + g

(2πa)2

∫ 0

−∞
dx cos

p
8φ1s (x)+ g

(2πa)2

∫ +∞

0
dx cos

p
8φ2s (x). (25)

I reinstore the lattice spacing a or short-distance cutoff (with the same letter as one of the two
Majorana fermions related to the impurity). Here, Hos represents a Luttinger type Hamiltonian
for spin excitations and the cosine Sine Gordon terms represent the pairing terms associated to
the two Luther–Emery superconducting wires, where g < 0 for attractive interactions [55]. The
presence of the cosine terms will favor a spin gap in each wire i.e. will favor φi s (x) ∼ 0 for the
ground state in the bulk to minimize classically the energy. In Ref. [36], we rather have g > 0
associated to repulsive interactions yet leading to a d-wave superconducting instability. For
this specific geometry, the term g can be equally written in terms of the boson fields φs (x) =

1p
2

(
φ1s (−x)+φ2s (x)

)
and φs f (x) = 1p

2

(
φ1s (−x)−φ2s (x)

)
such that it takes the form

+ 2g

(2πa)2

∫ +∞

0
dx cos2φs (x)cos2φs f (x). (26)

The ground state will then correspond to pin or fix the phases φs (x) and φs f (x) such that it
minimizes energy with cos2φs = +1 and cos2φs f = +1. A small difference of interactions in the

two wires would produce an additional term δg
(2πa)2

∫ +∞
0 dx sin2φs (x)sin2φs f (x). As long as the

asymmetry verifies |δg | ≪ |g | then the pinning of the cosine potentials will keep (maintain) the
sine potential terms e.g. sin2φs (x) to zero. It is precisely the symmetric situation between the two
wires that will favor a symmetric resonant coupling with the magnetic impurity.

It is important to mention that the theory of each wire can also be rewritten on x ∈ ]−∞;+∞[
in a symmetric way when developing the cosine terms in Eq. (25) such that

Hs = Hos + g

2(2πa)2

∑
i=1,2

∫ +∞

−∞
dx e i

p
8φi s (x). (27)
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The coupling with the impurity is usually introduced through the field Φs f at x = 0 [31–33], as
defined in Appendix A. Therefore, introducing the variables Φs (x) and Φs f (x) in Appendix A, the
spin Hamiltonian can be equivalently written as

Hs = Hos − g̃
∫ +∞

−∞
dx cos

(
Φs (x)−Φs (−x)

)
e−i (Φs f (x)−Φs f (−x)), (28)

where g̃ = |g |
(2πa)2 . I have implicitly assumed that the Hamiltonian is hermitian to reach this form.

It is then useful to apply a self-consistent approach similar to the BCS theory. To identify a similar
form as the term Hm in Eq. (1), the last step will be a refermionization of the variables as

iψ†
s (x)ψs (−x)sgn(x) = e−i (Φs (x)−Φs (−x)),

iψ†
s f (x)ψs f (−x)sgn(x) = e−i (Φs f (x)−Φs f (−x)).

(29)

The factor i is important because it encodes the Campbell–Baker–Hausdorff formula e A+B =
e AeB e−

1
2 [A,B ] with e−

1
2 [A,B ] = e[Φi s (x),Φi s (−x)] where

[
Φi s (x),Φi s (−x)

] = −iπsgn(x). The fermion
ψs will not interact with the impurity such that we can evaluate i

〈
ψ†

s (x)ψs (−x)sgn(x)
〉 = c in a

self-consistent way when invoking renormalization group ideas. For weak attractive interactions,
the term g̃ is relevant at the energy scale

kB T ∼∆=Λe−
πvF
|g̃ | . (30)

Here, Λ is a high-energy cutoff of the order of the bandwidth. This energy scale traduces the
formation of a spin gap. This is then equivalent to

|g̃ |c =∆=Λe−
πvF
|g̃ | . (31)

Then, the term g or g̃ is equivalent to Hm in Eq. (1) for the fermion ψs f :

Hm =−i∆
∫ +∞

−∞
dxψ†

s f (x)ψs f (−x)sgn(x). (32)

From the correspondence of operators at x = 0 in Appendix A, the coupling with the impurity
around x = 0 takes the same form as in the two-channel Kondo model at the Emery–Kivelson line
in a metal with two conduction channels [31–33]. Assuming a strong longitudinal coupling with
the impurity Jz ∼ 2πvF , with vF the Fermi velocity, is first justified physically if the attractive force
in the superconducting wires is small. In this sense, the coupling with the impurity goes first to
strong couplings [30]. Therefore, we obtain an impurity Hamiltonian of the form

Hc = (2πvF − Jz )ψ†
s (0)ψs (0)(i ba)+ J⊥p

πa

(
ψs f (0)+ψ†

s f (0)
)
(i b). (33)

Here, J⊥ corresponds then to the transverse coupling with the impurity. In the presence of the
spin gap, since the ground state will fix the phaseΦs (0) (see discussion in Appendix A) it naturally
implies that in fact ψ†

s (0)ψs (0) ∝ ∂xφs (0) → 0. This is then important because if we include any
realistic small deviation for the longitudinal coupling Jz from 2πvF then this implies that the first
term yet tends to zero, thanks to the spin gap in the bulk stabilizing the form of Hc as in Eq. (1)

Hc =λi
(
ψs f (0)+ψ†

s f (0)
)
b (34)

with λ = J⊥p
πa

such that the Kondo energy scale introduced in Section 3 reads Γ = J 2
⊥

πvF a . In
Appendix A, I emphasize that the ground state in the bulk will favor Φs f → 0 such that it will
stabilize this form of Hc at the edge towards a channel anisotropy that usually results in a
sinΦs f (0) term. In Appendix A, I also emphasize on the role of the spin gap in the bulk of each
wire to protect the two-channel Kondo fixed point from additional inter-wires tunneling effects.

It is important to underline that probing directly the free Majorana fermion γb associated
to ψs f −ψ†

s f delocalized around the two wires is not as easy. However, as mentioned in the
preceding section, when probing the local magnetic susceptibility on the impurity this will reveal
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the presence of a zero-energy Majorana fermion a which also implies the presence of another
zero-mode Majorana fermion in the wire(s) γb . Indeed, it is important to emphasize that from
general Hilbert space structure, the Majorana fermions appear in pairs: e.g. Sz = i ba and the
densityψ†

s f ψs f or c†c in Section 2 also corresponds to a term iγaγb . The Majorana fermion γa is
bound to the impurity or to the Majorana fermion b through the term in J⊥ implying then a free
Majorana fermion γb around the impurity. The two Majorana fermions a and γb remain at zero
energy.

5. Conclusion

To summarize, I have presented several aspects of a 1D quantum field theory with a zero-
energy Majorana bound state at an edge interacting with a localized Majorana fermion. This
model engenders a structure of paired Majorana fermions in the bulk supporting two stable
zero-energy Majorana fermions, one on the impurity and one at the edge of the wire(s). I have
shown how the local magnetic susceptibility acting on the impurity presents analogies with
the capacitance measure at the edge of the p-wave superconducting Kitaev wire within the
topological phase. A natural realization of this model is with a magnetic spin-1/2 impurity
bridging the gap between two s-wave superconducting wires i.e. two Luther–Emery liquids.
This work then emphasizes on the possible local engineering of zero-energy Majorana fermions
through s-wave superconducting wires within the weakly attractive regime, i.e. 1D massive
quantum field theories, from the interplay between the two-channel Kondo model and the model
of topological interface of Jackiw and Rebbi. From the recent interest on realizing Majorana
zero modes with an array of magnetic impurities on top of an s-wave superconductor, I hope
that this work also opens the path to realize stable zero-energy Majorana fermions with one
magnetic impurity. With two impurities coupled to 1D s-wave superconducting electrodes, it
is then possible to engineer a delocalized pair of zero-energy Majorana fermions which may find
applications in quantum information; see Appendix B as a perspective.

The article of Ref. [36], that was initiated in my PhD thesis at LPS Orsay and published at ETH
Zürich, was dedicated to my father Joel. I also dedicate this article today to my mother Evelyne
and to my family.
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Appendix A. Dictionary for the Luther–Emery liquid and boson fields

The Luther–Emery liquid [37] is formed through an attractive interaction of the form
gψ†

i R↑ψi L↑ψ†
i L↓ψi R↓. The electron operator with spin polarization α=↑,↓ in the wire i reads [45]

ψi pα = κiαp
2πa

e i(pφiα(x)+θiα(x)), (35)

with p =± for right and left fermions respectively (associated to positive and negative momenta
(group velocities) in the band structure). The Klein factors ensure the anti-commutation relations
between electrons of different spin species such that κi↑κi↓ =±i . For g < 0, this usually favors the
s-wave channel such that the ground state associated to Eq. (25) shows φi s = 0 for the spin sector
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showing the spin gap. This implicitly assumes that we introduce the charge and spin modes for
each wire φi c,i s = 1p

2
(φi↑±φi↓) and θi c,i s = 1p

2
(θi↑±θi↓). The singlet s-wave channel then reads

ψ†
i R↑(x)ψ†

i L↓(x)−ψ†
i R↓(x)ψ†

i L↑(x) ∝ e−
p

2θi c cos(
p

2φi s ). (36)

The charge sector shows a quasi-long range superfluid order. At the edge of each wire, we
should satisfy ψi Lα = −ψi Rα, as a Friedel phase from the presence of the edge, which leads to
e±i

p
2φi c =−1 orφi c (0) = πp

2
. Since the charge modeφi c will be pinned (fixed) at x = 0 this implies

that the dual operator e−i
p

2θi c fluctuates very strongly and average to zero, such that it will be
possible to identify zero-energy solutions at the edge from the spin sector only.

Then, I introduce the precise vocabulary in the present situation in comparison also the two-
channel Kondo effect in a metal at the Emery–Kivelson point [31]. The spin modes φ1s (x) and
φ2s (x) of each wire belong respectively to the domains x ∈ ]−∞;0[ and x ∈ ]0;+∞[. It is first
useful to mix the spin modes as

φs (x) = 1p
2

(
φ1s (−x)+φ2s (x)

)
,

φs f (x) = 1p
2

(
φ1s (−x)−φ2s (x)

)
.

(37)

Here, I implicitly assume that x ≥ 0. This choice of representation takes into account the physical
space of each wire. However, since we equivalently introduce the spin Hamiltonian of each wire
on the whole axis ]−∞;+∞[ in Eq. (27), we would find equivalent results introducing the same
spin modes mixing as in the two-channel Kondo effect in a metal [31]

φs (x) = 1p
2

(
φ1s (x)+φ2s (x)

)
,

φs f (x) = 1p
2

(
φ1s (x)−φ2s (x)

)
.

(38)

The coupling with the impurity occurs at x = 0 where Eqs. (37) and (38) are equivalent. Another
interesting aspect of the quantum field theory associated to the two-channel Kondo effect is
that we can rephrase the fields φs (x) and its dual analogue θs (x) as a field Φs (x) and similarly
for the correspondence between φs f , θs f and Φs f [31–33]. For this purpose, related to the spin
Hamiltonian in Eq. (27) written on the domain ]−∞;+∞[ for each wire, we rewrite the electron
operator in Eq. (35)

ψi pα = κiαp
2πa

e i
(
p 1

2 (Φiα(x)−Φiα(−x))+ 1
2 (Φiα(x)+Φiα(−x))

)
(39)

with again p =± for right- and left-moving fermions respectively. This leads to the identifications

ψi Rα(x) = κiαp
2πa

e iΦiα(x) (40)

and

ψi Lα(x) = κiαp
2πa

e iΦiα(−x) (41)

such that limx→0
(
Φiα(x)−Φiα(−x)

) = π to satisfy that ψi Lα = −ψi Rα. This also implies that the
coupling with the impurity at x = 0 can be equally written in terms of right or left fermions within
a wire. Comparing the formulae (35) and (39), then we reach the identifications

2φiα(x) =Φiα(x)−Φiα(−x),

2θiα(x) =Φiα(x)+Φiα(−x).
(42)
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Introducing the spin channels similarly as φs and φs f

Φs (x) = 1p
2

(
Φ1s (−x)+Φ2s (x)

)
,

Φs f (x) = 1p
2

(
Φ1s (−x)−Φ2s (x)

)
,

(43)

then from Eqs. (37), we identify the precise correspondence

2φs (x) = (
Φs (x)−Φs (−x)

)
,

2φs f (x) = (
Φs f (x)−Φs f (−x)

)
.

(44)

The spin sector of the Luther–Emery liquid favors φi s = 0 for the ground state, or equivalently
φs (x) = 0 and φs f (x) = 0 symmetrically, which means that Φs (x)−Φs (−x) = 0 and that Φs f (x)−
Φs f (−x) = 0. If we invoke the parity symmetry because the two wires are now delocalized on
the whole space ]−∞;+∞[ then this corresponds to invert the role between Φs (x) and Φs (−x)
and similarly between Φs f (x) and Φs f (−x). This implies that the ground state will then fix(
Φs f (x)−Φs f (−x)

) = (
Φs f (−x)−Φs f (x)

)
implying that Φs (x) = Φs f (x) = 0 (similarly as φs and

φs f ). The equation x1 − x2 = −x1 + x2 is more generally satisfied when xi = −xi implying then
xi = 0. This also agrees with Φs (x)−Φs (−x) = 0. In the presence of the spin gap in the bulk, the
coupling with the impurity will then be through the term cosΦs f (0), referring to ψ†

s f (0)+ψs f (0)
in Eq. (34), stabilizing the two-channel Kondo fixed point.

It is important to emphasize that in the present geometry, the two-channel Kondo effect is also
protected from additional inter-wires tunneling effects. Indeed, if we analyze the terms coupling
the two wires through the impurity, taking into account that both φi c and φi s are “pinned”, this

results in the identifications ψ†
1R↑ψ2R↓ ∝ e

− ip
2

(θ1c+θ1s−θ2c+θ2s )
with θi c,i s = 1p

2
(θi↑±θi↓). Since the

Luttinger parameters in the charge and spin sectors, associated to the Hamiltonians Ho for each
sector, satisfy 1

2

( 1
Kc

+ 1
Ks

)> 1 (this is due to Ks < 1 as a result of the attractive interaction [55]) these
inter-wires terms will not flow to strong couplings within the renormalization group method [45],
and similarly for the analogues of the Kane–Fisher terms [57] with pure charge transfer. Similarly
as the situation with a strong repulsive interaction [38] we find that the renormalization of the
attractive interaction g to strong coupling [55] also leads to the stability of the two-channel Kondo
effect.

Appendix B. System with two magnetic impurities

Suppose we generalize this result and introduce another magnetic impurity τ around the im-
purity S. Through Jordan–Wigner transformation, the two spins-1/2 should satisfy commuta-
tion relations such that τ+ = f †e iπd †d and τz = f † f − 1

2 = i nm where m and n are two Majorana
fermions such that m = 1p

2
( f + f †) and n = 1p

2i
( f † − f ).

In the low-energy limit, i.e. for temperatures smaller than ∆ and than the Kondo energy scale

Γ= J 2
⊥

πvF a , then the direct Ising interaction Szτz = (d †d − 1
2 )( f † f − 1

2 ) = (i ab)(i mn) is suppressed
because the Majorana fermion b is bound to the wires. The transverse spin interaction produces a
term in S+τ−+h.c. = d †(1−2d †d) f +h.c. = d † f +h.c. = 1

2 (a+i b)(m−i n)+ 1
2 (m+i n)(a−i b) → i na.

This interaction then will fix the parity operator between the two Majorana fermions n and a i.e.
〈i na〉 =−1 for an antiferromagnetic interaction. Our goal is e.g. to realize a (protected) non-local
spin-1/2 from the zero-energy Majorana fermion a and from the impurity τ. To achieve this goal,
we can then suppose that the second impurity also interacts with the same wires i.e. the two
impurities are in parallel. This impurity can also realize a two-channel Kondo effect. To address
this physics, this is similar as if the spin S or fermion d would not be present such that we can
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simply write down, similarly as above, τ+ = f † and τz = f † f − 1
2 = i nm, ψs f (x) ∼ eiπ f † fp

2πa
e iΦs f (x). In

that case, the Majorana fermion n will be bound to the wires such that 〈i na〉 = 0 and 〈S†τ−〉 = 0.
Now, we apply a local magnetic field on the impurities along the vector ex +ey . In the case of

an AC magnetic field or in the case of an electromagnetic wave, it may show a useful oscillatory
term h = h0e−iωt . We address perturbations of the form

δH =−h(Sx +Sy )−h(τx +τy ) =− hp
2

(a +b)− hp
2

(1−2d †d)(m +n). (45)

Due to the coupling Hc this results in 〈cosΦs f Sx〉 =
〈

(ψs f +ψ†
s f )(i b)

〉 ̸= 0, which implies that any
small magnetic field along x direction will not modify the ground state i.e. the x component of
the spin is already screened by the coupling to modes in the wire such that 〈a〉 = 0. We also have
that 〈Sy 〉 = 0 = 〈b〉. This conclusion can also be justified as follows: the two impurities τ and S
play a symmetric role. Due to the commutation relations between spins and the Jordan–Wigner
string e iπd †d = (1−2d †d) in the second term since 〈Sz〉 = 0 then this implies 〈d †d〉 = 1

2 . In average,
the second term is zero in the presence of a small magnetic field. A similar physical conclusion
for the first term then should be reached owing to the symmetry between the two apparatus or
impurities. In fact, we could have equally absorbed the effect of commutation relations between
the two spins as a Jordan–Wigner string e iπ f † f on the first spin. The first term would be modified
as −h(a +b)(1−2 f † f ) with 〈 f † f 〉 = 1

2 such that 〈τz〉 = 0. Therefore, in average a small magnetic
field will not modify the ground state and the Majorana fermions a and m remain free.

If we develop the free energy to second order in perturbation theory, we have a correction in

∼∫ 1
∆

0 dτδH 2. We have e.g. the identification 1
2 h2

0
1
∆e−2iωt b(1−2d †d)m =− 1

2 h2
0

1
∆e−2iωt i am. Since

the Hamiltonian is hermitian this allows for an oscillatory term in time of the form

δH ′ =−heff cos(2ωt )i am. (46)

This would allow in time to adjust (flip) the parity state of the operator i am, associated to the
zero-energy Majorana fermions a and m, from + to − in time when cos(2ωt ) = ∓ respectively.
Flipping the sign of cos(2ωt ) is also similar as inverting the position of a and m while preserving
〈Sz〉 = 〈τz〉 = 0 i.e. 〈d †d〉 = 〈 f † f 〉 = 1

2 .
The operator 〈i am〉 can be measured from the spin correlation function 〈Syτx〉. A similar

form of δH ′ may in principle be reached with a rotating magnetic field i.e. inducing a form of
perturbation such as h0e iωt (Sx + i Sy )+h.c. on one impurity and similarly for the other impurity.
This can also be realized with circularly polarized light [23].

Similarly as systems of two spins [23] or two quantum dots [25–27], we can then form a
delocalized spin-1/2 σ, qubit (fermion), such that F = 1p

2
(a + i m) =σ− and F †F − 1

2 = i am =σz .
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